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Conduct

Demonstrates clear respect for the learning process & patience w/ different opinions & complexity.  Shows initiative by asking others for clarification, bringing others into the conversation & moving the conversation forward.  Speaks to all participants.  Avoids talking too much, too long, too softly, & inappropriate language

Generally shows composure but may display some impatience w/contrary or confusing ideas.  Comments often enough but doesn’t necessarily encourage others to participate.  May tend to address some, but not all participants; or gets into debates.

Participates & expresses a belief that her ideas are important in understanding the text.  May sometimes lose composure & interfere w/learning process.  May make some insightful comments, but insisting too forcefully, or by not participating enough, may not contribute much to the progress of conversation.  Tends to debate rather than discuss, or shows understanding only when called upon.

Minimally participates in the discussion, or interferes w/ learning process.  Comments reveal little insight or may not contribute much to the progress of conversation.  Makes irrelevant comments, interrupts, or monopolizes the conversation.  
Reasoning/Speaking/Listening

Understands questions before answering, & cites evidence from the text at all times.  Expresses complete thoughts in complete sentences.  Comments are logical & insightful, & move the conversation forward.  Makes con-nections among ideas from previous speakers or resolves seemingly contradictory ideas.  Considers all sources.  Avoids bad logic. Pays attention to details, points out bad logic, & responses demonstrate the student has kept up.

Responds to questions voluntarily.  Comments indicate student has given thought to the text, but may not show appreciation of subtler points within it.  Comments are logical but may not make connections among ideas of previous speakers. Ideas are interesting enough that other participants respond to them.  Average effort in preparing questions & ideas for seminar. Generally pays attention & responds thoughtfully to others.  Absorption in one’s own idea may distract the student from other participants’ ideas.

Responds to questions, but may have to be called upon. Comments indicate that student has read text but hasn’t put much effort in preparing questions & ideas for seminar. Comments may not take into account some important details and may exhibit faulty logic.  Minimally pays attention and responses to questions may be incomplete.  

Faulty reasoning & logic apparent.  Evidence little thought given to text.  Little to no effort made to prepare questions & ideas for seminar.  Does not demonstrate ability to overcome distractions, or does not pay attention to comments of other participants. Not able to respond to questions. 

Reading

Student is thoroughly familiar w/ text & has come prepared w/ notes & questions in margins.  Key words, phrases & ideas are underlined.  Possible contradictions have been identified.  Connections noted to other text or ideas.

Has read the text and comes with some questions & ideas regarding it.  These may not all be written down in advance, but some notation is noted.  Notes focus on key ideas and phrases; contradictions may not have been identified.

Has read the text, but does not show evidence of notetaking.  Notes are minimal and only show underlined phrases.  No questions have been prepared ahead of time for seminar.

Demonstrates little evidence of having read the text; or did not read the text.  Notes and questions are lacking as evidence of reading comprehension.  Does not exhibit preparation for the seminar.  

